
    Walter C. Young Middle School  

Summer Reading Choice Board 

Due Date: August 26, 2020 

Directions:  After reading your novel, choose 1 activity to complete. For your choice, you may use Flipgrid.com, 
PowerPoint, Prezi.com, Sway, Powtoon.com, type your work, or if you have another platform that is 

appropriate for your presentation, you may use that as well. Please submit your activity to your Language Arts 
teacher by the due date to earn extra credit.  

#Instagram Post  

 

Design an Instagram post filled 

with a title, visual images, 

emojis that represent the book, 

word clusters, text connections, 

quotes, a summary and 

character analysis. There will be 

no empty spaces. Your hashtag 

should state the theme of your 

book.  

Story Alphabet 

 

Write an alphabet story based 

on the novel that you read. 

Each letter will stand for 

some important element or 

theme. Write a complete 

description of each letter’s 

element. Underline the word 

representing the letter. The 

element or theme will be 

easily known to anyone who 

has read the book. Be 

creative, use color and be 

visually expressive. 

Setting Visualization 

 

Create an illustration/artwork 

of one of the primary settings 

in your novel. On the back of 

your illustration/artwork 

include an illustration 

description in one paragraph 

explaining the 

illustration/artwork and include 

details from the text that 

inspired your 

illustration/artwork. Refer to 

page numbers. Your 

illustration description must 

include at least 10 setting 

details shared in the story. 

Character Playlist 

 

Create a Playlist of 5-7 songs 

that are representative of your 

selected character’s style and 

interest. Include the title of the 

song and the artist. Each song 

listed should include 1 to 2 

sentences explaining why it 

represents this character’s 

interest. 

Protagonist v. Antagonist 

Characterization 

 

Compare the protagonist and 

the antagonist in your story: 

physical description, actions, 

feelings, character traits, 

specific goals, thoughts, and 

notable quotes from each 

character. Include 

pictures/drawings of your 

characters.  

 

You tube channel-Character 

Interview 

 

Create an interview where you 

as a reporter or as the main 

character ask or answer 

questions (8-10) for a popular 

You Tube channel. Respond to 

questions in character. The 

questions should focus on 

problems and solutions your 

character faced in the novel. 

Be creative. Record your 

interview. 

 



Walter C. Young Middle School  

 Summer Reading List  
 

Our Literacy Department has chosen some exciting books for our students to read this summer. Below 

you will find recommended titles from our Literacy Department, as well as several other titles from 

the Reading as Revolution Booklist and from the Sunshine State Young Readers Award Books 2020-2021 List for Grades 6-8. 

We have also prepared a choice board of activities for students to complete for extra credit in their Language Arts class. If 

you have any questions, please email Celia Benitez (celia.benitez@browardschools.com), our Literacy Coach and/or Milisa 

Villanueva (milisa.villanueva@browardschools.com), our ELA Department Chair. We hope you enjoy your summer reading!  
 

Incoming 6th Graders 
Hoot – By: Carl Hiaasen 
Unfortunately, Roy's first acquaintance in Florida is Dana Matherson, a well-known bully. Then again, if Dana hadn't 
been sinking his thumbs into Roy's temples and mashing his face against the school-bus window, Roy might never have 
spotted the running boy. And the running boy is intriguing: he was running away from the school bus, carried no books, 
and-here's the odd part-wore no shoes. Sensing a mystery, Roy sets himself on the boy's trail. The chase introduces him 
to potty-trained alligators, a fake-fart champion, some burrowing owls, a renegade eco-avenger, and several extremely 
poisonous snakes with unnaturally sparkling tails. Roy has most definitely arrived in Carl Hiaasen's Florida.  

            
Wonder – By: R.J. Palacios  
Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was born with extreme facial abnormalities and was not expected to survive, goes 
from being homeschooled to entering fifth grade at a private middle school in Manhattan, which entails enduring the 
taunting and fear of his classmates as he struggles to be seen as just another student.  

 
Incoming 7th Graders 

 
Middle School, the Worst Years of My Life – By: James Patterson  
James Patterson Rafe Khatchadorian has enough problems at home without throwing his first year of middle school into 
the mix. Luckily, he's got an ace plan for the best year ever, if only he can pull it off: With his best friend Leonardo the 
Silent awarding him points, Rafe tries to break every rule in his school's oppressive Code of Conduct. Chewing gum in 
class5,000 points! Running in the hallway-10,000 points! Pulling the fire alarm-50,000 points! But when Rafe's game 
starts to catch up with him, he'll have to decide if winning is all that matters, or if he's finally ready to face the rules, 
bullies, and truths he's been avoiding. 
 

Tangerine – By: Edward Bloor 
Paul Fisher's got a weird obsession with zombies. Or at least, he sure seems to. He and his family are moving from 
Houston to Tangerine County, Florida, and all he can think about is how his old house reminds him of an empty zombie 
tomb. Dude's got some real fond memories of his childhood home, there. 

 

Incoming 8th Graders 

 
The Underdogs – By: Mike Lupica  
Will Tyler may not be the biggest running back around, but no one can touch him when it comes to hitting the hole and 
finding the end zone. And no one can match his love of the game. When Will has a football in his hand, life can't touch 
him—his dad isn't so defeated, his town isn't so poor, and everyone has something to cheer for. All of which does him no 
good if the football season is canceled. With no funding for things like uniforms and a well-maintained playing field, 
with every other family moving to find jobs, there just isn't enough money or players for a season. It's up to Will to give 
everyone a reason to believe. 

 
 Something Wicked This Way Comes – By: Ray Bradbury 
A carnival rolls in sometime after the midnight hour on a chill Midwestern October eve, ushering in Halloween a week 
before its time. A calliope's shrill siren song beckons to all with a seductive promise of dreams and youth regained. In 
this season of dying, Cooger & Dark's Pandemonium Shadow Show has come to Green Town, Illinois, to destroy every 
life touched by its strange and sinister mystery. 
 



Reading as Revolution Booklist 
Now, more than ever, it is crucial to educate yourself and reflect on your own privileges, while questioning the systematic racism 

that has led to the violence impacting communities of color in the United States. 

Below is a carefully curated list of anti-racist titles that are accessible for middle school audiences. Included are non-fiction titles 

featuring real stories and perspectives, fictional texts written by authors of color, graphic novels illustrating diverse experiences, and 

anthologies that feature various essays and short stories detailing daily struggles of people of color in the United States. 

*** The following titles were suggested by the Curriculum Supervisor for Secondary English Language Arts. Please bear in mind that 

some titles are written using strong themes and language. The titles have been reviewed and deemed appropriate for grades 6-8 

using commonsensemedia.org. 

Incoming 6th Grade:  
Enter the hilarious world of ten-year-old Kenny and his family, the Weird 

Watsons of Flint, Michigan. There's Momma, Dad, little sister Joetta, and 

brother Byron, who's thirteen and an "official juvenile delinquent." 

When Byron gets to be too much trouble, they head South to 

Birmingham to visit Grandma, the one person who can shape him up. 

And they'll be in Birmingham during one of the darkest moments in 

America's history. 

"Every so often a book becomes a modern classic almost as soon as it 

arrives on bookshelves.  

 

 

 

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home 

in each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an 

African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim 

Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching 

and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each 

line a glimpse into a child's soul as she searches for her place in the world. 

Woodson's eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through 

writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her 

love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of 

the gifted writer she was to become. 

 

 



Eleven-year-old Delphine is like a mother to her two younger sisters, 

Vonetta and Fern. She's had to be, ever since their mother, Cecile, left them 

seven years ago for a radical new life in California. But when the sisters 

arrive from Brooklyn to spend the summer with their mother, Cecile is 

nothing like they imagined. 

While the girls hope to go to Disneyland and meet Tinker Bell, their mother 

sends them to a day camp run by the Black Panthers. Unexpectedly, 

Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern learn much about their family, their country, 

and themselves during one truly crazy summer. 

 

 

 

With the land to hold them together, nothing can tear the Logans apart. 

Why is the land so important to Cassie's family? It takes the events of one 

turbulent year - the year of the night riders and the burnings, the year a 

white girl humiliates Cassie in public simply because she is black - to show 

Cassie that having a place of their own is the Logan family's lifeblood. It is 

the land that gives the Logans their courage and pride, for no matter how 

others may degrade them, the Logans poses something no one can take 

away. 

 

 

 

Jude never thought she'd be leaving her beloved older brother and father 

behind, all the way across the ocean in Syria. But when things in her 

hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and her mother are sent to live in 

Cincinnati with relatives. 

At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American 

movies that Jude has always loved haven't quite prepared her for starting 

school in the US--and her new label of "Middle Eastern," an identity she's 

never known before. 

But this life also brings unexpected surprises--there are new friends, a whole 

new family, and a school musical that Jude might just try out for. Maybe 

America, too, is a place where Jude can be seen as she really is. 

 

 

 



Incoming 7th Grade: 
The construct of race has always been used to gain and keep power, to 

create dynamics that separate and silence. This remarkable reimagining of 

Dr. Ibram X. Kendi's National Book Award-winning Stamped from the 

Beginning reveals the history of racist ideas in America and inspires hope 

for an antiracist future. It takes you on a race journey from then to now, 

shows you why we feel how we feel, and why the poison of racism lingers. 

It also proves that while racist ideas have always been easy to fabricate 

and distribute, they can also be discredited.  

 

 

An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is New York Times bestseller 

Jason Reynolds’s fiercely stunning novel that takes place in sixty potent 

seconds—the time it takes a kid to decide whether or not he’s going to 

murder the guy who killed his brother. A cannon. A strap. / A piece. A 

biscuit. / A burner. A heater. / A chopper. A gat. / A hammer / A tool / for 

RULE Or, you can call it a gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved 

in the back waistband of his jeans. See, his brother Shawn was just 

murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. 

That’s where Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back 

waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his brother’s gun. He gets on the 

elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he?  

 

 

 

When America achieves milestones of progress toward full and equal black participation 

in democracy, the systemic response is a consistent racist backlash that rolls back those 

wins. We Are Not Yet Equal examines five of these moments: The end of the Civil War 

and Reconstruction was greeted with Jim Crow laws; the promise of new opportunities in 

the North during the Great Migration was limited when blacks were physically blocked 

from moving away from the South; the Supreme Court's landmark 1954 Brown v. Board 

of Education decision was met with the shutting down of public schools throughout the 

South; the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act of 1965 led to laws that 

disenfranchised millions of African American voters and a War on Drugs that 

disproportionally targeted blacks; and the election of President Obama led to an outburst 

of violence including the death of black teen Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri as well 

as the election of Donald Trump.  

 



 

Rashad is absent again today. That’s the sidewalk graffiti that started it 

all… Well, no, actually, a lady tripping over Rashad at the store, making 

him drop a bag of chips, was what started it all. Because it didn’t matter 

what Rashad said next—that it was an accident, that he wasn’t 

stealing—the cop just kept pounding him. Over and over, pummeling him 

into the pavement. So then Rashad, an ROTC kid with mad art skills, 

was absent again…and again…stuck in a hospital room. Why? Because 

it looked like he was stealing. And he was a black kid in baggy clothes. 

So he must have been stealing. 

And that’s how it started.  

 

 

Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a 

real threat. As a ghost, he observes the devastation that’s been unleashed on 

his family and community in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal 

killing. Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a very 

different time but similar circumstances. Emmett helps Jerome process what has 

happened, on a journey towards recognizing how historical racism may have led 

to the events that ended his life. Jerome also meets Sarah, the daughter of the 

police officer, who grapples with her father’s actions. Once again Jewell Parker 

Rhodes deftly weaves historical and socio-political layers into a gripping and 

poignant story about how children and families face the complexities of today’s 

world, and how one boy grows to understand American blackness in the 

aftermath of his own death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Incoming 8th Grade: 
Raw, captivating, and undeniably real, Nic Stone joins industry giants Jason 

Reynolds and Walter Dean Myers as she boldly tackles American race relations in 

this stunning debut. Justyce McAllister is top of his class and set for the Ivy 

League—but none of that matters to the police officer who just put him in 

handcuffs. And despite leaving his rough neighborhood behind, he can't escape 

the scorn of his former peers or the ridicule of his new classmates. Justyce looks 

to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up 

anymore? He starts a journal to Dr. King to find out. Then comes the day Justyce 

goes driving with his best friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music turned up—

way up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. Shots are 

fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's 

Justyce who is under attack. 

 
 

Sent by their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient grandmother in a 

small Southern town, Maya and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache of 

abandonment and the prejudice of the local "powhitetrash." At eight years old 

and back at her mother’s side in St. Louis, Maya is attacked by a man many 

times her age—and has to live with the consequences for a lifetime. Years later, 

in San Francisco, Maya learns that love for herself, the kindness of others, her 

own strong spirit, and the ideas of great authors ("I met and fell in love with 

William Shakespeare") will allow her to be free instead of imprisoned. 

 

Poetic and powerful, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings will touch hearts and 

change minds for as long as people read. 

 

 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor 

neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. 

The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses 

the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police 

officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. 

Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. 

Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local 

drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: 

what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer 

that is Starr. 

 

 

 



 

Sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon is on trial for murder. A Harlem drugstore 

owner was shot and killed in his store, and the word is that Steve served as the 

lookout. Guilty or innocent, Steve becomes a pawn in the hands of "the 

system," cluttered with cynical authority figures and unscrupulous inmates, who 

will turn in anyone to shorten their own sentences. For the first time, Steve is 

forced to think about who he is as he faces prison, where he may spend all the 

tomorrows of his life. 

As a way of coping with the horrific events that entangle him, Steve, an 

amateur filmmaker, decides to transcribe his trial into a script, just like in the 

movies. He writes it all down, scene by scene, the story of how his whole life 

was turned around in an instant. But despite his efforts, reality is blurred and his 

vision obscured until he can no longer tell who he is or what is the truth. This 

compelling novel is Walter Dean Myers's writing at its best. 

 

 

 

 

(Adapted for Young Adults) A powerful true story about the potential for mercy to 

redeem us, and a clarion call to fix our broken system of justice—from one of the 

most brilliant and influential lawyers of our time. Bryan Stevenson was a young 

lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to 

defending those most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and 

women and children trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. 

One of his first cases was that of Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced 

to die for a notorious murder he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into 

a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal brinksmanship—and 

transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever. Just Mercy is at once an 

unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a moving 

window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for 

compassion in the pursuit of true justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sunshine State Young Readers Award Books 

2020-2021 List for Grades 6-8 

Charlie Hernandez and the League of Shadows by Ryan Calejo 
After sprouting horns and feathers, Charlie Hernandez realizes that all those myths his grandmother has told him might 
just be real. This happens right at the same time that his home burns down and his parents have gone missing. Charlie 
and his friend Violet embark on a journey discovering that Charlie’s life is linked to the balance between the Land of the 
Living and the Land of the Dead. Charlie encounters characters from Mexican-American, Guatemalan, and Brazilian 
myths and he travels through parts of Florida and the mythological world. He is trying to hide all the things changing 
about himself from his friends while searching for his parents, code switching his language between monsters, translat- 
ing for Violet, and trying desperately to find and save his parents. 

Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish by Pablo Cartaya 
The Terrible Tower, the Springfield Skyscraper are just two of the names that Marcus Vega is called as a result of being 180 pounds 
and six feet tall in 8th grade. Kids clear out of his way when he walks down the hall. But in reality, if they could see Marcus with his 
little brother Charlie, who has Down’s Syndrome, they would see a gentle giant. Marcus helps feed Charlie when their single mother 
is working late. He helps bathe him, get him ready for bed, and he lets Charlie tickle him until he can hardly breathe. So when the 
school bully calls Charlie the “R” word, Marcus punches him in the face and is suspended. This leads his mother to take the family on 
a trip to Puerto Rico to meet their father’s family although their father abandoned them ten years ago. Marcus sees this as an oppor- 
tunity to search for his father, but he’ll find much more as he journeys across the beautiful island with the support of his loving family 

 
 

New Kid by Jerry Craft 
Jordan wants to go to art school. Jordan’s parents want him to get the best education possible. Unfortunately for Jor- 
dan this means going to a fancy school in a wealthy neighborhood with kids whose family members have buildings 
named after them. Jordan has to learn how to adjust to his new environment where he is one of a handful of minori- 
ties, and also how to navigate between his two worlds - the mostly minority neighborhood he lives in and the upper 
class community where his school is located. At school he has to handle stereotypes, racism, bullying, and figuring out 
where and how he fits in both in school and at home. Will Jordan find his place or will he look for a new school? 

 
Spark by Sarah Beth Durst 
Twelve year old Mina lives on her family’s farm in Alorria, a land where there’s never extreme weather like tornadoes, hurricanes and thunder- 
storms. Weather is controlled by storm beasts, dragon-like creatures with the face of a lizard and the personality of a puppy. The five types of storm 
beasts are sun, rain, wind, snow, and lightning. Mina is so quiet, everyone assumes her storm beast will be a sun, rain, or snow beast when it finally 
hatches. When Pixit hatches, he’s a lightning beast which “must be a mistake,” since lightning guardians are loud and brave. However, Mina stands her 
ground and won’t even consider giving up her beast. Though quiet and sometimes self-doubting, Mina discovers her inner strength when she leaves 
home to start Lightning School. Learning how to fly into storms and grab lightning with their hands is incredibly exciting. W hen she discovers that Alorria’s 
perfectly balanced weather comes at a horrific cost to the people on the other side of the mountains, she’s horrified. Though Mina has never been one to 
speak up, lives are at stake and she’s determined to get her fellow students to rise up against powers that be. 

 

 

The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise by Dan Gemeinhart 
12 year old Coyote Sunrise and her father, Rodeo, have been living in a renovated school bus for the past 
five years since Coyote’s mother passed away. They travel all over the country following their whims--the 
only place they won’t go is back home. All of a sudden, Coyote’s grandmother calls to let her know that the 
place where Coyote, Coyote’s mom, and her sisters buried a memory box is about to be dug up and de- 
stroyed. Coyote is desperate to get home to save their box but she has to find a way to steer her dad back 
home without him knowing where they are going. Along the way they pick up several new friends. 

 

Scouts by Shannon Greenland 
The Scouts are best friends who have done everything together since kindergarten. But now it’s the summer before 
their 7th grade year begins and everything is changing. Annie is the glue that is holding their friendship together and 
she plans a camping trip to watch the meteor shower in an attempt to keep the friends from drifting apart. When one of 
the meteors lands close by, they decide to set out on an adventure to find it. Their overnight trip quickly runs into trou- 
ble when they figure out that these are no ordinary meteors and they have to run for their lives from the crazy Mason 
mountain clan. 

 

Game Changer by Tommy Greenwald 
An accident at the end of preseason football practice leaves 13-year-old Teddy Youngblood with 
a brain injury and in a coma...or was it an accident? Rumors swirl as Teddy, the team, and the 
town try to recover, and while Teddy is unable to share what he knows, there are plenty of others 
who just aren’t willing to. What really happened at the Rookie Rumble? Will anyone find the cour- 
age to tell the truth? 

 



As you read, you may use this optional story map to take notes to help you 

remember the important parts of the book! 

 

 

How was the problem solved?  What is the main conflict the characters are 
facing?  

Main Characters and 
important minor characters.  

Major events at the 
beginning, middle, and end 
of the story.  

When (dates/time period) and where (location) does most of the story take place?  

TITLE and AUTHOR: 



Rubrics 

 
Directions: Use these rubrics to understand the expectations for each activity and know how 

you will be graded.  

 

 

#Instagram Post  

 

Post includes a title  5 

Post includes visual images  10 

Post includes emojis that represent the book  5 

Post includes word clusters, text connections, quotes 10 

Post includes a summary  20 

Post includes character analysis  20 

There are no empty spaces  10 

Post includes a hashtag that states the theme of the book  20 

TOTAL POINTS 100 

 
 

 

Story Alphabet 

 

Each letter stands for some important element or theme 20 

For each letter a complete sentence is written as the 

description 

20 

Each word representing the letter is underlined  20 

The element of theme is clear  20 

The project is visually expressive 20 

TOTAL POINTS 100 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Setting Visualization 

 

The illustration/artwork includes minimum of 10 setting details 

from the story 

50 

Details were cited using page numbers 30 

Illustration/artwork depicts one of the primary settings in the 

novel 

20  

TOTAL POINTS 100 
 

 

 

Character Playlist 

 

Playlist includes 5 – 7 songs that represent character’s style 

and interests  

20  

Each song has a title and the artist  40 

Each song includes a 1-2 sentence explanation of why it 

represents the character’s interests  

40 

TOTAL POINTS  100 
 

 

 

Protagonist v. Antagonist Characterization 

 

Project includes both characters’ physical description 20 

Project includes both characters’ actions, feelings and 

thoughts  

20 

Project includes both characters’ traits and goals  20 

Project includes notable quotes from each character  20 

Project includes pictures/drawings of each character 20 

TOTAL POINTS 100 

 

 



 

You tube channel-Character Interview 

 

Interview includes 8 -10 questions and answers based off 

problems and solutions the main character faced in the novel  

80 

The interview is recorded  20 

TOAL POINTS  100 
 

 

 

 

 

 


